HISTORY GF THE FLORSHCE PUBLIC LIBRARY

-

The first circulsting 1library in Plorsnce appears to have bLeen
sstablished during the last gquarter of the nineteenth century. It posssssed
& number of books, operated on the plan of pald membership, and closed
before the end of the century. All of its books were lost or scalbtersd,
and nons of them can be located at tha present day.

A few years after this library came o 1ts end, a group of women
of literary tastes organized a second cireulating library in the city.
Support for this was to be provided from armmual mewbership dues of One
Pollar per year for sach member and from fines collscted on ovardue books,
At its inception, room for it was furnished gratls in the homs of Mra,

Re L. Hrunson, and subsequenily quarters were provided fres of cost in
the City Hall, 7The enterpriss thus launched lacked; however, the two
prime essentials of success, viz: (1) delinite orgsnization, and (2)
asmred adequate {inansial support, and alter several years of struggle,
during which many of the books were lost, this library was closed, After
remaining in an outhouse for acme years, the books thal wevre lefl were
donated to the library of the New High .chool,

Although fallures, these libraries servad &t least the purpose
of stimulating interest and of showing the meed of & real instltution of
the kind; but as yet no cone among its advocates had suggested a feaslible
plan for obtaining and opsrating such an institutions 7The two ilnstitue
tions that had thus perished wers public in the sence i(hat méubership
therein was opsn to the phulic, but membership was a ¢ondltion precedent
to the enjoyment of the advanta;es they offered. |

#fforts were next made by the city officlals and others %o
procurs from the Carnegie Board the [unds neeessary to estavlish a libvrary
that would be free as well as publlc, but the amount offered by that board
was 80 ubtberly inadequate and being conditioned oﬁ the fraa‘an& indizerininad
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use by 21l races of the fueilitles %o be furnished thersby, that the
of for was declined, snd the hope of obbaining ald from this source was
abandoned,

In September, 1917, Henry B. Davia, Lsqg., a lawyer of iflareme,‘
was elescted to fill the vacanoy in ths Foard of Jchool Commissicrars
caused by the death of Mr. ilsrtwell M. Ayer. The new member had received
@ large pert of his legal training under Hon. C. A. Woods, United States
Clroult Judge, of Marion, 5. Cs, the founder of the Harion fu'lie Library,
and was an sarmesi advoocate of Judge Woods' welleknown viewa as to the
part a public library, properly selected and properly conducted, can play
in the elevetion of a community in eulture and vefinement. ie had ssen
these theories tested und proven to be sorrect in Marion, and was also
thoroughly familiar with and an advocate of the system of school ownere
ship and contrel of such institutions,; under wuieh the Marion Library was
making such & great suscess. Shortly after vecoming a member, -therefore,
he proposed to the bvorrd that steps be taken to establlsh and oparate a
library on similar lines, ihis was the first proposal to a body posseasing
the necesaary taxelevying power of a practical plan for the establ ishment
of such an institutlion, and is really the basis of the plan that was
afterwards adopted and under which the library was established and pub
into operation. At that time, however, it was impossibls for the Board
to do anything with the proposition, ss the most pressing nsed then was
for a new high school, so action on the library had to wait, |

3hortly after the close of the Great War, s large gatharing of
mﬁmaantat;iva men of the ¢lty assembled at the Finewood Club House, neer
Five Foints crossroads. Amonpg the matters dlscussed at this meating was
that of providing & suitable memorial for the soldiers of such war, thla

to be ereeted Ly popular subseription. In the course of the dl scuasion,

Bre Davisg of the itoard of ichool Commissioners, after setting forth
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the need and advantagas of & publie library, suggesited that the memorial
taire the form of & wemorial bullding to be used for 1Llbrary purposes,
with suiltable tablets placed on the walls and with one or more rooms setb
apart ‘or strictly weworlsl purpcses, and that a campaign be inaugurated
to raise the fundse In conclusion, he offered to begin the movement by
subscriblng thereto the sum of one thousand dollars, 7hs proposition,
however, did not ssem to meet wlth spprovel , and no action was talsn
thereon.

In the courss of the next few days, Miss Jans 5, Evans, who
was & leader in ihe movement to ersct a suitable momorial %o these soldlisrs,
called on Mr, Davis and aasked him for an expression of his views. 7hese
ware readily glven, mud she was told that they had their orizln in obe
servation of the memorials in the ¥idener Library at darvard, ¥nether
ths idea of a wemorial library had previously oscurred to her is not
¢lsar, but tis fact pemains that it appealed to her so stronpgly that
ahs threw her whole soul into the project, and with tlw zeal of & crusader
sonm to make it a reality. Somw of the leading men of ths community,
notably Dre ¥, He Mclsod, becams Interested in the movement, and she ape
pointed 2 large commlttee, with him as chalirman, to solicit fundse ihe
also organized a band of loyslly patriotic women who faithfully labored
for many months to earn a portlion of the necessary funis by conducting a
high grade cafe in the city. It was soon red uea,' however, that owing
to the reaction following the war and the steady decline in values that
ned already commenced, 1t was poing to be lmpossible to relase the necese
sary funds by popular subseription. For this reason, the campalyn was
never sven commenced, and though the falthful women continued to cperate
the cale for some time, they made no profit from thelr labors, and finally
were forced to close 1t. Thus the efforts bto obtain a library by sppealing
to the patriotic motives of cltizens to establish it in memory of thelr
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soldiers, voth livin, and dead, cams Ho nought. It was now perfectly avie
dent that 1f Florence ever should have a library 1t must be obtained by
taxation.

Meantinme the Zoard of School Comaliasionsrs, whleh was then come
posed of Dre No We Hicks, Uhailrmean, Je #s ivey, J. C. HoClenaghan, He s
“urrin and Henry Z. Davis, had been taklng steps tmt weve destined to be
of great consequence. With a full real ization of the srest nesed of such
en institution in the community, Mr. Davis of that Hocard, in the fall of
1919, on hiz own initlative and at his own exXpenss, devoted much study
to methods ror obtaining, and ways and means for opsvrating and malntaine
ing, & fres public library, in the course of which he personally consulted
and obtained the views of sowe of the leading citizens of the state ine
terested In similar projects, notably of Judge U. 4, Woods andof denry
Buck, Esqge, both of Harion, 3¢ Usy both close frieands of *vr. Davis and
the latter being the author of the statute enaoted in 1912 under which
the “arion Fubllie Library was then operating (27 3tats., 696). In eone
asquence of these studles, ¥r, Davis propused te the Hoard that they »
on faeem! as being in favor of the establishment and operatlion of a publie
library by the 3School District, and thMtto this end the sharter of e
Sehool District be amended so as Yo incorporate therein the sssensial
provision of the Marion Library Aet (27 Statse 696), with this important
modification, that the maximum tax be bhree mills insvead of one mill,
the objest of ihe modifiecation being to profide funds for W ilding as
well as operation, This proposition was unanimously adopted, and Mr,
Davis framed e vill incorporating the proposed amendwent &3 seootions
15 and 16 thereol, vhich was introduced by tenator D. Uordon Baker, and
subsequwently without change becams law by the Act of the Ueneral Asseubly
approved HMarch 11, 1920 (31 State, 1480). iriefly, the amendment se

made authorlzed and empowersd the voard of School Commissioners "to accept
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~ Report of 1921-22, Minutes, pe 23).

' The maried improvement in achool work, and tl» sapermess with
whish the pupils availed themselves of the opportunity t¢ read worthewhile
literature caused the ioard of School Commissionars to appreciate even
mors keenly the mecesslity of having a wellwequipped publlis libravy as the
erown and eapstons of the ldsal school system they had planned to estabe
lish, but they felt that the favorabls hour for launching s movement to
accomplish 1t had rot yet come, ‘

Though considerably dlscouragsd by the fallure of the memorial
library projest, the elub women of the ¢ity continued to feel that a publis
1ibrary would fill a real nsed in the community, snd especially in thelr
work; but they were without practiesal plans or means for establishing
and operatin:s ite Finalily, esrly in March, 1923, irs. T+ £. Haynesworth,
the fresident of the Uity Federation of Women's Clubs of Florence for that
year, invited Nr. Davis, leecretary ol the foard of School Commisslioners,
to é&dress & meeting of the wembersof such federation and of other interasted

women and thare cutline plans und make suggestions for the establishment
of & public library. 7he sscretary reported the receipt of this invita-
tion to the “ocard, whsreupon they, realizing that the opportunity they had
go long wished for had come,; requested him %o actept such inviitation,

This he did, and appearing before such women's meeting, held in the audle
toriuwm of the Central Grammar School in the bLlock between Palmetto and
Fine, informed them that a public library could be established either as

a municipal snterprise under sSections LLB0-LL90 of Volume 3 of the Code

af 1922, or 238 & school distriet enterprise under t he smended charter of
the School Distrlet of the City of Florence. In this address, he strongly
advocated procesding under the schoel district eharter, pricnipally for
the reasons {1) that the taxing avea of the schoel district wss {ive times

that of the ¢ity, and consequently a larger revenus would be abtaindd;



Te

{2) thet under the school charter, there could ba no political appointees;
and (3) that negroes would be entitled to use a municipally owned library,
vhich would not be the case with a school district library, by reason of
the Constitutional provision requiring separate school facilities for the
races, He faprther suggesied tmt while the school aistrict %um owWn any
library erected by it and ¢ the ultimate control and wansgement thereel
would be wested by law in 1¢s board of School Commissioners, the citigens
might select at the annual school mestings & Library Uoard which the roard
of 3echool Commissioners could charge with certain ministerial functions in
operabing the library. Followlng thls sddress, it was unanimously desided
by those present to work for the establishment of a public 1library by the
schoel dlatricts They further decided %o call & meeting of cltlzens at
6 Pe Ho on April 3, 1923, in the auditorium of ths New High School for tie
purpose of allowing fuller discussion by those interested in the project,
‘and 1f 1t should then be deemed adviszable, to pass tho necessary resolution
requagting the board of School Gomlasimars to call an esleetion Ho authorizs
the levying or 1he library tax,

Fursuant to notlece duly given, this mass meeting of oltizens
was held in the auditorium of the Sew High ichool at the time designated,
et which time Mr, Davis repeated in substance the address previously made
&% the wmeeting of the ¢lub women. The Chalrman of the ~ocard of School
Commissloners alsc addressed the meebtlng supplementing the remarks of the
secretary. Gfach of these stated that the library if built would be owed
by the school district and its control and management would ba in the
HSoard of School Commlasloners, but that they propesed, in ordsr to relisve
themselves of some of the burdens, to allow the sitizens %to selsect a
1ibrary board of five wmembers to be charged with certain ministerial function
under the foard of Ichool Commissioners after the library was completed.

in fact, Mr, Davis had already completed and had with him the draft of a
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resolution to this effesect, which was unanimously adopted by the Doard of
Sehool Comuissioners at thelir special meeting two days later (lee Minubes,
page Ll). After hesring the propesal of the Bosrd of School Comsissioners
as thus presented by two of t;he members,; the wmeetinz unanimously adopted
& resolution requesting ithe board to oall an slection for thes purpose of
submitting to the qualified electurs of the district the question whether
a spacial library tax of three mills should be levied.

This requesat having been trensmitted to the bosrd, they held &
special meeting on April 5, 1923, at which, on moklem of the seeretary, a
resolution was wnanimously adopted ordering an elsction "to be held at
the Olty Hall, in the Clty of Florence, on Tuasday, the 8th day of May,
1923, a% which shall be submitbed to the qualifisd olsctors of sald school
distriet the guestlon of levying & tax of tiree mills on sald school dise
trict for the support & maintenance of & rublie library therein" (Kinutes,
page Ll).

Pendiny the date of the election, several sonferences were held
betwesn lrs, Haynesworth, Iresident of the Cigy Federation, and membsrs
of the Deard, at which was lmpressed on her thse necessibty of thorough
wroenlzation and constant work on the part of the women, espesially on
the day of the elaction; if they expscted the result to be favorable to
the library. Un slection day, the women wiIend with untiring zeal, and
largely by thelir efforts the proposition to authorize ths levy of & speclal
library tax of three mills waaz carried by = substantial majoritys

With the speclial levy duly authorized, the success of the library
projest seemed assured, provided 1t eould ke flnanced. AV thls juncture,
Mr, Frank J. brand, ‘resident of Commercial « Savings Bank, the strongest
bank in he olty, and who was an ‘aa:ma st advoeate of the library, informd
ths oard that he would finance the proposition by floating the serial
notes of the school district. This timely offer on the part of Hr, Brend
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provided the real sssentlal for the success of th» undertaking, nemely,
readlly available funds not only for commeneing bul for sarrying ihs
work to coumpletions Heedless to say, Lhe Uoard immediately asgcepted his
offer. Too much commendation can hardly be givan Hp. rand for im ine
valuable assistance thus rendered at the oritical stage of the underiaking.
Under tne terms of the resolution of April 5, 1923, making pro-
viaslon for ithe establishment and mainienance of the 1ibrary {Vide, Rosow
lution, #inutes, p, i41), the annusl taxpayers meeting held on May 11,
1923, slected as members of the Library Board Dr. ¥. H. MolLaod, Mrs,
Re Lo frunson, H. A, Brunson, J. H. Lawbon and ¥133 Jans U, #vens, the
hosrd being elected at that timé for the reason theat ivhs board of Zchool
Commissicnsrs were of opinlon that the library would be complete and in
operation befors the next annuwal taxpayers meeting. The Library @aar& met
and organized by electing Iwe ¥, He Mebeod as Chairman and 4ps, Prunson
a8 Teerstary. For the next several months, the two boards considered the
guestion of a suitable site for the buillding, the majority of the Library
board [avoring the Boutheast cormer of the Central School property. The
Board of School Commissioners, however, declined Lo permii the usse of
this portion of the Central ‘chool grounds for such purpozes, and rew
quested ths Library doard to obtain and submit offers on other sites,
wihich they dld on Jctober 22, 1923, 0O the sites so offered, the yeneral
W, W, Harllee home lot At the northwest corner of Iine sd irby Streets
vag not only the most desirable by reason both of size and of losation,
but wag ‘he cheapest per front foot of any lot centrally located (Vide,
Offers, linutes, pe 67). Accordingly, on motion of Mr, A. A. Cohen, the
Board of Sehool Commlssiomers, on Hovember 1, 1923, voted unsnimously to
purchase 1t at the price of 20,000, and instructed the secretary to exe
amine ti® title thereto and prepare the deed, which was accordingly done.

At the sams meeting, this Board, on motion of Mr., R. 8, Currin, unan imoualy
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ghose Wilkins & iopkins ze architects and dlrected tiem to prepare md
submit to the toard plans for their a;provals

The Library Zoard were then requsated to make smugpestions, if
thay so desired, as to the type of bullding to be constructed, but after
waiting a reascnable time without hearing from them, m d concluding that
they had nothing to suggest, the srchitects proceeded with te preparation
of the plans., While full credit must be given the architests for woriking
out the detalls of ‘he plans and specifications and for the peneral excele
lensy of the entire alructure, yet it is bubt falr tc mention the part Dr.
Be W, Hicks, the Chalrman of the Goard, soniributed thereto. 7The type of
the bullding, the providing of c¢lub and sceial rooms in ths basement for
meatings of the women, the location of largs reading rooms in the front
of the main floor, the placing of the stack room sntirsly to the rear,
the mezzanine with the double stalrway lesding to it, and the vaulted
ceilings wers all of his ideas, even if daveloped us to detalls by the
aprchitects, He was also largely responsivle for the adoption in the first
Instarce and for insistence on ths uss of shale brick for the oubiide
construction, over the photest of some cliizens of the community. Henoce,
to him more than any other, the building owes its utillity as well as artise
tic axcellsnca,

The sslection of the namas of authors ¢arved over the windows
was made Jolntly by Mr. Hrunson and lir, lavis,

Upon the completion of the plans for the building, a copy thereofl
was on April 24, 1924, by order of the Board of 3chool Commisaioners, Bube
mitted by the Secretary to the Amrlean Library Assoclation, Chicago,
ille, for criticism and advice, and was returned with the only suggestion
that the building as proposed was too amall., Not deeminy this oi: jeotion
valid, the ioard of ichool Commissioners made ready to let contracts four

the construetion of the bullding and its sppurtenmces, with ths result
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that on Hay 31, 1924, they entersd inte a contract with Haynesworth &
stuckey of Florence to evest the bullding, including the electric wiring
and fixwares for the price of #70,519.00, this to bs subjeet to certaln
dedustions if artifiecial stone should be used where nabtural was speellled,
and 8 contract with FYettiprew & Company, of Plorence, to Install the heatw
ing ad plumbing for the price of 4,886.00, making a total of [75,405.,00,
These contracts specified that the work would bs complste and vhe building
ready for coeupancy by Hsrsh 31, 1925. The actual work of comtruction
commenced on August 27, 192L, but owing to delays in obtalning materials
and adverss weather conditlions, the building was not complaied on tiwo,
and was not saetually accepted by the aéard of Gdnocel Comalssioners until
August 25, 1925,

On January 8, 1924, the Uocard of ichool Commissloners ilssusd
notes for iwenty fhouwsand Dollars (J20,000.00) in order to make paymont
for the iarllee property, and on Jeptembsr 1, 192, they borrowsd fron
Commeroial & Savings Bank sighty Thousand Dollars (180,000.00) additional
for construstion and other purposes, the latter besing a teurorary loan
maturing dareh 1, 1925, and belng made with the distinct understanding
that the “oard wamld procure the passage of the neeessary lezislation
authorizing 1t $o be teken up by long term serial promissory notes. Aow
sordingly, He. Devis, under the inatructions of Lhe Doard, preparved and
through Senator A. He Willlams, procured the enactment of a sbtatube ape
proved February 11, 1925 (34 stat., 716), materially enlarging the powers
of the Jchool Distriet of tls City of Florence. Iy the terms of this acs,
the school dlstrict, amony other things, was speciflically "asuthorized ard
empowersd 4o borrow money for conduciing, operating and wainsaining schools
and libraries, and for erecting, equippings repairing and msl ntalning school
and library buildings, in sald school distriet, all of which are declared )

o be scheol purposes, and to issue 1ts promlssory notes thsrefor”, these
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notes te be seourad by pledge of "the antleipated taxes or other resources
of ths district,” The same act ratifisd and confimed all outstanding
notes of the school & sirict, ‘

Pollowing o peasage of this statute, ths Soard Instmicted the
secretary to confer with Mr, “rark J, brand for the purposs of obialning
the 1oas of fwnds suffisient for purchasing ths fuwniture, stacks and
other fixtures of the library, and aressonsble numbasr of books with which
to begin cperations. The secretury in duwe esurse reported 4o the Heard
thet “p, Brand was agresable to ths proposition and that the funds would
be avallable whan desirad,

After eonsidering the matter earsiully, ths Loard resched the
conclusion that in {he library propsr and in the children’s room only the
best llbrary "urniture should be used, thet the stsek room should be 8w
quipped with steel shelving, and that In order for the library to bs el
ficlent st least five thousand volumes should be provided for the adult
department and one thousai d volumws for the childraen's depariment, They
astimated tet all of clmss things could be purenased at a cost of nob
more than Twenty Thousend Doilars (920,0.0,00), and ascordingly arranged
to borrow that sum lrom Commereial & 3avings Bank, whiah loan was actually
conswmmated on May 18, 1925, in order to be yeady o pay for thebooks
&5 they came in,

On April 23, 1925, the Hoard of fSchool Comissioners met te cone
sider blds on the furniture for the children's room snd thereadingroum,
snd on the steel stacks, and awarded the contrast for the furniture to the
Library Sureau of lew York at the price of §3,204.25, and ihe contract for
the stacks to ithe Art Hetal Constrmeilon Company of Jamestown, i, Y. at the
price of ?1,975. Stacks for the children's room were not included at this
time, as 1t had noi been declded whethesr to use wood or steel in this room,

and this was left %o a speelal commulttee composed of the chairman and
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secrelary, with power to act after making a full investigation. This

commitiee was further directed to sxecuts the contracts #hat had been

lety and te purchase the furniture and fittings for the other rooms, toe
gether with any items that may have been omitted in the rarchases for the
reading and stack rooms. <hese instructions were carriasd outy and moat of A
the edditional furniture md fittings were obtained from W, H, Waters, s
locsl dealer, After investigstion, the comittee choss wnod stacks fop

the children's roomy snd those were rurchased fyom the Library duremis

Shortly after e orge izatlon of the Library Loard, Hiss iLvans
removed o ‘hiladelphla, and Dr. Meleod resigned in May, 192k, At the
instance of the seerstary of the Soard of School Comminsionsrs, Hessys,
frunson and Lawbon of the Library Soard appeared before the fussr board
and requested that Hrs. Henry fusk, widow of ths men shose Harlon Library
act furnished the model mM‘by the Florence School Distrieb, be elected
88 Librarlen. Mr. Davis urgod that this be done, and on ma‘tsifm of Hr,
Hellenaghan, she was unsnimously elected, with thoe understaniing that she
should report for duty on Mareh 1, 1925, Mrs, Buck, who was them takting
& course In library methods at the University of Virpginia, was notifled
by the seeratary of her elseltlon and the date she would be expasted bo
bagin work,

Prowptly at thetime set, the Librarian meported, md enthusiase
tleally began preparations o the accessioning, cataloguing, and other
detalls neecessary to maks a library veady for use, Uhe Posrd of School
Commissioners had al ready purchassd and received a faw beooke; and othera
#ere beling constantly ordered; so that she had her hands full frem the
outsets Inis preparatory work was carried on in the librarlan's own hous
until the close of sehool, when it was transferred to the howe economles
Pooms in the New Aigh School bullding, whence it was sgaln transferred to
the library buillding on August 25, 1925,
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On Mareh 9, 1925, thers were thres vasameles in the Library Doard,
the two previously mentioned, and tiwt of #prs. Hels Brunson, whose term
had expired, and on thst date these werse temporarily filled by the uoard
of Jehool CUommissloners by the selection of Hrse Co Ge Srown, Hrs. Re L.
Srunson and dam J. Heyall,

From the very inceptlon of the projesct, the (oard of Zchool
Commisaioners felt that since the libpary was to be a vart of the white
sshool system and tnat sinca they ware spoeilically sharged by law with
rosponsiblility for its acmtrél and management, and also with responsibile-
ity for the proper expenditure of any and all funds borrowed or to be
borrowed for 1ts construction and equipment, it was & nen~delegable duty
on thelr rart to see not only that the proper building and furnishéngs
wers obtained but also that proper and suiteble books wera adopted and .
purchased, Fealizing fPom thelr long expsrlence in the management of Lhe
glty sehools that a library made up prineipally of works of fiction would
not i1l the real nseds of the community, and espsclally of the puplls. .
of the schools, the Soard determined from the beginning that the 1ibrary
Bust have real educational valuws and to this end thet it must cover not
enly fiction and general litersture, bubt in & general way ths whole fleld
of Imowledpe, and must be particularly strong in works for general refepe
ence, historieal works, especially those dealing with our ssction, snd
works of our own authors or those relsting to our own state. Spacial
attention was 2lso % be devoted to the ussful and industrilal arts, to
the fine arts, to natural sclence, and to religious literature, hooks of
the latter class, however, advoeatiny radical views to be barred. In brisf,
the vision of the Board was for a library splendlidly equipped in & meterial
way, and with a collectlion of books as coemplets and comprehsnsive sg the
means of the dlatriet could ;fi‘ara, in order that the material and
intellectusl equipment of the institution might be in perfect heeping.,.



15
A mere ciroculating collaction of books was never in their thouhts.

daving adopted such a policy, it only remalnsd to carry it
into szscution. Usually e policies ol the hoard invelving the sxi@n-
diture of money are put inte effect by the Chairman and sgeretary on
whose Jolnt checks In the name of the Soard all payments are mades In
this instance, the uswml procedurs was followed, the Chalrman slacting
to look after the material equipment and to leave ths other to the BUPSr -
vision of the Jecretarye. Under this division of the respmmsibility, the
Chairman supervised the construotion of the building, selected the furni-
ture and atﬁer equipment for all the rooms that were not provided far in
the contracts signed on April 23d before mentiomed, and directed the ine
stallation of all the furniture and other material equirment.

The Secretary esrly In ierech entered upon his duby of supere
vising the selection of sultable books and of making provision for thelr
purchase, and as the very first step requésted Mr, Brunson to call a wmeet-
Ing of the Library Doard for reorganization., This was doe, with the
result that ir, Crunson was made Chalrmane A conference than followed
between these two, at which the policy of the ioard of ichool Comsissioners
with reference to the number and nature of the bools to bs bought, all
salactions and e xpendi turss therefor.-to be subject to the a;proval of
that board, was thoroughly considered with the view of devising a plan
for executing it in sueh & way as to secure the best results After due
deliveration, they decided thet a list of foundation books should be prepared
and submitted to the Soard of School Commissioners for a;proval, aad upon
sach approval that Mr. brunson and Hp, Frenk R. Jones, of Florence, an
expert book salesman, should be sent to Now York to purchase thome In
the preparetion of this list, 1t was agreed that the selectlon of children's
books and of works of fletion should be left entirely to the Library Soard
and the Librarian, but that ss to the other departments, full expert
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Librerian in fields other than fletion and juvenils literature. Sslece
tions of mueh value were also made @3 the result of visissto the Yarion
Library.

In April, ¥r. Davis collected from all those who had taken pertg
in making the selectlons ihe pencil memorands that had been made showing
such aselsctlions, and from such memorands compiled in his swn handwriting
& complote claasified list of all the books selected, This 1ist coversd
the aentire fleld (except religlous and juvenile books, lists of which
waré made up by him and adopted later), and contained the nawes of some
Pour thwusand volumes, Afber being so prepared, it was Wranscribed on
the tyrewriter, was adopied by the Library Soard and by the Chalraan of
that board was submlitted to the Board of School Commlasioners for approvals
This approval was given on May 1l, 1925, end the list thereby became the
efficial 1list of foundabtion books for the library.

4s the work progressed it becams necessary to male additiens to
the foundation liad, and in general the method of ssleciing these, with
the same divislon of labor and the sams supsrvision, was that followed in
the case of the first liste In choozing the books on thess supplementary
lists, many valusble selections were made in the fields of fietion and
Juvenile literaturs on the advice of the two exps rts who had been smployed
to assist the Librarian in the work of catalomuing. 4 fins practieal
supplementary list was elso made up after school opened from thse suggestions
made to the Secretary as his instawe by the maafxara in the CGity Sshools.

in thus supervising the selection and purchases of the books and
the ir preparation [or uss, the Sseretary was in dally conference with both
the “ibprarian snd the Chalman of the Libpary Hoard from the middle of March
untll the library was opened to the publie in lovember, and everything went
forward with perfeet harmony and under & steady purpose on the part of all
to aee that for the expanditures made full value should be regeived, #¥hile



18,

it ental led immense labor, especially on ths part of thowse actually making
up the lists and condueting he correspondente; the result of thosze methods
edply justified all ¢ 'at was dons, as thereby was finally selected and ac=
quired a collection of books tiat filled to & remarkable degree the ideal
originally set up,==-a eollection that has besn pronoueced by more than one
comge tent judge te be without a pesr in ihis sections

A% the annual taxpayers meoting held on May 1, 192%, ihe Chaipe
man of the Llbrary Hoard exhibited the foundation 1ist,and made a report
on the plan thet had been adopted for asquiring the books. The Same meate
ing elected Hr, H, L, Johnson & member of the Board of School Comniscioners
in place of Mr, Cohen, and Hesdames G, U, Grown and R, L. Orunson and Mw,
Sam Jo Hoyall to the places they were filling on the Library Joard.

A copy of the foundation 11t was Iirst submibtted by #r. FPpanic Re
Jones to lre J. Te Glttman of Columiia, 5. e, whe supplisd & number of
velumes. Thus was sstablished 2 valuabls connaction, and Mr. Gittman in
the course of the next severd monihs was able %o obtain fop those in
charge many of the best books shown not only n ths orisinal 1ist but on
the supplements thereto.

In assordance with the previous decision, Nesars. “runson and
Jones were on May 18, 1925, sent to “ew York t¢ purchase books. Iin addie
tion to several coples of the list, they carried a letter from the soard
6f “chool Commlssioners showing thelr authority. The result of tals teip
was most gratifying. MHr. Jones; being an expert book man, was ableto geot
rot only the best quality but the very best prices, snd as a ¢onsequance
the better part of the foundation 1ist was bought at 2 saving of wore than
two thousand dollars. Relations were also established at tals time with
the New York houses thet resulted in very material savings not only as to
the remaining booltz on the lists but in fulure selseiions, Fernaps the

most imnortant of these was that A th Baker % laylor Company, from which
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company most of the new books were mibssquently purchased, The cost of
the trip was losa than five mundred dollars, Mr, Hrunson as a membeyr of
the Librapry board giving his services gratultously, while ¥r, Jones wes
employed on & per diem basis. Uf course; the expenses of each were pald,

In acoordarce with the original reseolution of april 5, 1523, a
list of books was selected In July, 1925, as the foundation for a library
In the Wilson Jchicol for the negroes, After makin; thie list, 1t and a
1ist of the books for the public library that had not yet been sscured were
delivered to Wr., Jones, who sgaein made & trip north to tuy them. This teip
was likewlas satisfactory in 1ts results, as well as in its cost.

While realizin: that the initiel cost would e higher, the Board
of School Commiszioners,; after asonsidering the qwstion from all angles,
declided to have the chlldren's bools doublestitched; as they would give
more than twice the servi¢e shen so bound. Consequently, the contract for
the majority of these was given to The Huntéing Company of Springfleld,
Hagse, speclallasts in this type of binding.

The proper preparation of six thousand volumes for use by the
public is a task of no small magnitude, and & tasi thet would require one
person, po matter how expert, many months of steady labor to ascomplish.

No one recopnized this more clearly than did the Beard of Zchool Comals-
sioners, and as they were particularly snxious to have the faclilitlies of

the library available by the opening of the next aéhcol term, they instructed
the Libparian to employ the assistantes needed to bring about thiz result,
Under this arrangement, Hrs. 3, M, Wetmore and disses Ida and Florence
Johnston, all of Florence,; rendered much valuable service of a none
teemiocnl nature, rs. Oliver ¥, Holden, also of Florence, an expert in
drafting, shellaced, lettered and numbered the backs of ths books, while

Miss datherine Cames, librarian of Wesleyan College, Hagon, Ceorgia, and

iis s Helen Fearson, of the staff of the Ulivia Raney Library, Halelirh, N. Ce;
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both experts in thelr line, dld most of Lhe eataloguing beside rendering
othsr valuable service, Unfortunately iiss Carnss could glve but eigsht
weoks, and Hiss Yearson bub btwo weeks to this work, and albthough the
Librarian made sxhaustive efforts to do 80y, it wes lmpossibls o procure
& sugcessor to complete the work they hed so well begune. Seing fully
occupled with other nseessary preparatory details, the Librarian sould
not herselfl complets the catslosuing in time for the proposed opening,
congsquently the opening had to be postponed. Aeting under thslnstructions
of the doard of ichool Commissioners, the Librarian continued her efforts
to find an axpcrtncatslagusr to assist In completlng the preparatory wori,
and finally employed ilss Lary A, Lingenfelier of Hmookline, Pgunsylvania,
who agreed to coms the wilddle of Jctobers

in the meantime, on Jeptembsr 10, 1925, the doard of 3chool Com-
missioners adopted rules for the sotual operation o the libpvary after 1 ¢
should be placed in theadministrative shargs of the “ibrary board Tollowing
the dedlcation sesrvices., Thess rules were dralted by & conmittes composed
of Henry £, Davie, Chairmen, W, ¥, Hicks snd John ¥, Moors, Supsrintendent
of the Clty Zchools. They clearly defined the relations of the two boards,
preseribed s budget system of expenditures by the Liwpary Board to be rew
ported to and audited by ihe Board of ichool Commissioners every slxty days,
a schedule of hoursfor keeping the library opsn, the free use of its resding
rooms by all white persons of good repute, for the withdrawal of bookafree
of charge by all white oltizens of the school dlstrict, and by the white
teachers of the county, and for the withdrawel of books by white citvizens
of other sectlions of the county under regalations to be adopted by the
Library uvoards Irovision was also made for tie impartial use of the olub
rooms by the various women's orzanizations of the eity.

Folleowlng & conference with the Librarian, Lhe Library Comuittea,

consisting of the Chairman and Seéretary, reported to the Beard of School
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Commissioners on October 5, 1925, tmt an expert catsloguer had at last
ma-uauud to complete the preparatory work, andthet this would smable
the Librarien to be ready to open the library to the pu'lis by November

1, 1925, A resclution was thereupon sdopted appointing N, W. Hicks, Henry
By Davis, Joha W, Hoore, and He A+ Brunson & speeial committee to meke
preparations for a public opening on Nowember 3, 1925, This comnittee

was instructed to make provision for & great public dedicatlon on thet day,
and to unite with the Librarian in an effort to preocure Dr. Zdwin 4,
Aldermen, ‘resident ¢! the University of Virginia, as the orator of the
00cas ion. ' 7




